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Sermon #3i&: Rev. Trevor Brawdy, EFCC Prairie District Superintendent

“Let’s Practice our Profession 3 ] — & 7% H 45 p”
1John #188—3F 4:7-21

Introduction

* The theme this year at Calgary Chinese EFC is
"Do everything in love" from John 15:12
where Jesus says, ""This is my
commandment, that you love one another as
I have loved you.™

* And I’ve been asked to speak on 1 John 4:7-21
today, and been given the title for the message
— “Let’s Practice our Profession”

* Today: #1.Describing Love...#2.Revealing
Love...#3.Practicing Love
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1. Describing Love

* Inthe NT, there are different Greek words
used for love...and the one used by John
throughout 1 John is “Agape” love

e Asimple definition of Agape love is this:
“a pure, willful, sacrificial love that
intentionally desires another’s highest
good”

* And | would add to that definition, that
Agape love always results in action

* In this letter, John further explains Agape
love for us

¢ 1John 3:16 — “We know what real love is
because Jesus gave up his life for us.”

e 1John 4:8-10 — ““...God is love. God
showed how much he loved us by sending
his one and only Son into the world so that
we might have eternal life through him.
This is real love—not that we loved God,
but that he loved us and sent his Son as a
sacrifice to take away our sins.”

* And so right off the bat there are important
truths to know about love:

% God loves us

% God is love...He is love in his inmost
being
God’s love always results in action
Do you want to know what real and
active love looks like?
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% Then you must look at the Cross, where
Jesus is the sacrifice who takes away
our sins

* Q: Have you received His love...have you
repented of your sin and placed your trust
in Jesus?

* God’s love transforms us...we’re made
new...we’re born again

* God’s love saves us...it delivers us from
facing his wrath against our sin, because

Jesus absorbed that wrath for us (verse 10)

*  This first part has been describing God’s
love...Now, let’s look at Revealing Love
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Revealing Love

* God’s actions in sending God the Son to
become human...and then to the Cross to
be the sacrifice for our sins...these actions
reveal God’s love for us

* Big reveals are a big deal these days

* It’s fun to participate in a big
reveal.. . HGTYV the reveal of a home
reno...Gender reveals are a big deal these
days...Award shows like the Oscars or the
Grammys... the opening of the envelope
that reveals the winner...lots of drama in
the reveal

* Inour passage today, we discover that our
love for each other is also a big reveal

* First of all, our love for one another reveals
our relationship with God

* In 4:7 John urges his readers, “Let us
continue to love one another, for love
comes from God. Anyone who loves is a
child of God and knows God.”

* OQur selfless love that seeks the good of
others reveals that we’re children of God

* In4:12, John writes, “...If we love one
another, God lives in us, and his love is
brought to full expression in us”

* When we love one another, we are
revealing that God the Holy Spirit lives in
us

* The full expression of the love of God is
realized as we love one another

* Secondly, our love for one another reveals
our obedience to God

2.

BT
st HEERTRAABA -REETFE B
BT RS- BRATE - BT LT HRKR
964 %
* AgSHR e KA NHEET - 1K
BH—RF
* eSS LA T KB T B 0 LR A AR
- FXEAERBE  ROGAD T ENE
EEFNE T MBI THGORASE -
o MR E (ARG E XE
R AF A KB BRSLER 6 ES ) BBIFR
TR AR RERESFRARE Y-
FAITHEH » s BB E LR --TH 5
B FERBT 0 FART B
* MARENHEEAE » T LU, RATH ke
%o b —FERERGET -
° B HAVHEAMIHF BT T R L
& Bl 1%
s [#Fwm 7] itz T RIVE
EHHARE - RAT MR - LA ES
8 # L BAP A - 3B RAY o
* RMF RIAF B EALZE » RARMA
T
cHmAdmEL 4128E : [HEw 12]
T RAIEMAE Y AR AEERMESD
FROSAEBRMEDFALTET ©
* FERMEMARER > BIMIHNBEAEEEL
KAIAE &'

* ERMEMARER > MAEHTRLEFIRT
BZE o

o Bk HAVEMILHE - KARKMH LR
&4 A AR




In 2:7-8 John writes, “Dear friends, I am
not writing a new commandment for
you; rather it is an old one you have had
from the very beginning. This old
commandment — to love one another —is
the same message you heard before.”
Our obedience to Jesus’ command to love
one another reveals that we truly love Jesus
Jesus says in John 14:23-24 — “All who
love me will do what I say...Anyone who
doesn’t love me will not obey me”
Thirdly, our love reveals that we actually
know God

Look again at 4:7 — “Anyone who loves is
a child of God and knows God”
This isn’t just knowing about God...it’s
knowing God personally, experientially
As we love one another...it’s the big
reveal that we actually truly know God
The next reveal, is that our love for each
other reveals that we’re abiding in Christ
4:16 — “...God is love, and all who live in
love live in God, and God lives in them”
In order to be able to love one another
with agape love, we need to be abiding in
Jesus...finding all our nourishment and
strength and life from Him
An image in my mind as | thought about
this...those inflatable air/wind puppets
With the air inflating them...lots of life
and action...but no air...they’re flat and
crumpled and lifeless on the ground
Einally, our love for one another reveals
that we truly love God
4:21 — “He has given us this command:
Those who love God must also love their
fellow believers”
We prove that we love God when we love
our brothers and sisters in Christ

In our passage we’re seeing that our love
for one another is a big reveal
And we also discover that failing to love
one another...that’s also a big reveal
Failing to love one another reveals that we
don’t know God — 4:8 — “Anyone who
does not love does not know God, for
God is love”
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Failing to love one another reveals that we
don’t belong to God — 3:10 — “Anyone
who does not live righteously and does
not love other believers does not belong
to God”

Failing to love one another reveals that we
don’t know God...and tragically reveals
that we’re liars

We can’t say we love God if we don’t love
one another...with actions, selflessly doing
what is best for others

One more big thing that our love for one
another reveals

When we love one another, we reveal
God’s love to an onlooking world

Jesus says in John 13:34-35 — “So now |
am giving you a new commandment:
Love each other. Just as | have loved
you, you should love each other. Your
love for one another will prove to the
world that you are my disciples.”
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Practicing Love

Finally today, | want to turn our focus to
Practicing Love

We say we love each other...let’s put that
into practice

But not selectively...we can’t pick and
choose whom we will love

1John 4:11 and 4:21 — “Dear friends,
since God loved us that much, we surely
ought to love one another...And he has
given us this command: Those who love
God must also love their Christian
brothers and sisters”

We’re called to love in action, not merely
with words

And | love the fact that the title today is
“Let’s Practice our Profession”

Practice means we’re still growing, still
improving

We’re not perfected yet

This summer | read a book about the
Chicago Bulls in the 1990°s

And | was surprised to learn that it was
Michael Jordan, their superstar, who
worked harder than anyone else on the
team, in practice
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When it comes to practicing love for one
another, we can always work on and
improve our game

God loves you...and you must respond by

loving each other, how God loves you

And so practicing our profession of love

for one another must lead us to:

%+ Serve each other with humility — Jesus
took the lowly position of a slave and
washed his disciples’ dirty, stinky
feet...and then told his disciples to do
the same for each other

% Are we willing to love each other by
humbling ourselves below one another?

Practicing our profession of love must lead

us to:

% Practice Hospitality...not attempting to
impress, or put someone in a position
where they “owe” us...hospitality =
literally, “love of
strangers”...hospitality is the door that
can open up to opportunities to share
the Gospel

Practicing our profession of love must lead

us to:

% Meet each other’s very real and very
practical needs...and not just those
inside the church, but in the community
as well

% 1John 3:16-17 — “We know what real
love is because Jesus gave up his life
for us. So we also ought to give up
our lives for our brothers and
sisters. If someone has enough money
to live well and sees a brother or
sister in need but shows no
compassion—how can God’s love be
in that person?”

¢ Again, [ stress that we can’t be
selective when it comes to loving one
another

%+ Our call is to love the brothers and
sisters...our call is to love our
neighbor... our call is to even love our
enemy, in the way that God has loved
us
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Practicing our profession of love must lead
us to:

% Accept one another...in Romans 15
we’re commanded to accept each other
just as Christ has accepted us...He
accepts you because He loves you

Put others’ and their interests ahead of
our own...in the same way that Jesus
put us and put our needs ahead of his
own...because he loves us

Forgive one another...in Colossians 3
we’re commanded to forgive anyone
who offends you...Jesus forgave you,
so you must forgive others...He
forgives you because he loves you
Application: Seek out reconciliation with
those you’ve had broken relationship
with...don’t wait for them...Jesus
reconciled you to God because he loves
you

In the SOTM, Jesus teaches that if you
know there’s a brother or sister who has
someone against you...you are to take the
initiative to make things right
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Q: Is the Lord bringing someone to mind
for you?

Someone whom He’s calling you to reach
out to in love...and forgive...seek
reconciliation with...serve...a face in your
mind...a name coming to you?

May you obey the Holy Spirit’s
nudging...may you practice your
profession

God loves you so much...the Cross of
Jesus is the proof

May we practice our profession and love
one another
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